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designs. Stephen at once convoked an Assembly of
his chieftains, and, encouraged by their support,
assumed" the offensive against his antagonist All
the. strongholds of the Empire along the valley of
the Vardar fell into the hands of the Serbs, while

CO SOX ATIOX-CHl'RCH  OF THE OLD SERVIAN  CZARS.

Michael Paleologus, delayed by stress of weather and
the state of his own health, was powerless to save his
Macedonian possessions. The whole nation was in
arms against the Greek Emperor; even Stephen's
elder brother, who had abdicated, contributed his
services to the common cause. But, before the motley
army of many nationalities and creeds which the